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To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District. 


Mr.  Chairman , Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1962,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  Regulation  15  (5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959, 
and  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/63.  The  Report  should  deal  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration  and  vital  statistics  of  the 
area,  and  particular  information  has  been  requested  concerning  water 
supply,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  198  residents  in  the  Rural  District  died  compared 
with  137  in  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  of  12.5  deaths  per  1,000 
population,  which  has  been  adjusted  by  means  of  a comparability  factor 
which  enables  the  rate  to  be  fairly  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  or  with  other  areas,  is  higher  than  that  for  the  county  and  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  When  the  causes  of  death  of  these  198  persons  (117 
men  and  81  women)  are  examined  it  is  seen  that  more  than  a half  of  them 
were  ascribed  to  various  forms  of  heart  disease  and  to  cancer. 

Forty-two  of  the  68  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  described  on  the 
death  certificate  as  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  coronary  arteries  (so  called 
“coronary  thrombosis”),  one  in  a man  at  the  unusually  early  age  of  26 
years.  There  has  been  a feeling  in  recent  years  that  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  this  particular  form  of  heart  ailment  has  been  increasing  steadily. 
One  does,  however,  form  the  impression  that  certifying  practitioners  tend 
to  use  this  label  with  increasing  readiness  in  cases  of  fairly  sudden  death 
or  for  the  terminal  heart  failure  in  an  elderly  person,  where  formerly  they 
would  be  content  to  use  the  vague  term  “ myocarditis  ” or,  perhaps  just  as 
effectively,  to  ascribe  the  death  to  “ senility.”  However,  as  a matter  of 
interest  I will  reproduce  here  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  in  the 
Rural  District  certified  as  due  to  coronary  disease  during  recent  years  for 
which  statistics  are  available: — 
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Regarding  the  cancer  deaths,  the  greatest  single  number  of  deaths 
from  a particular  cause  was  the  seven  deaths  (all  males)  from  bronchial 
carcinoma  (cancer  of  the  lung).  There  is  little  doubt  that  this  unpleasant 
and  almost  invariably  fatal  disease  has  become  steadily  more  common 
during  the  past  few  decades.  Each  year  the  national  statistics  show  a 
steadily  mounting  mortality  from  this  condition,  and  the  available  epidemio- 
logical evidence  makes  it  clear  to  the  unprejudiced  that  this  toll  of  human 
suffering  can  only  be  halted  by  a radical  change  in  our  national  smoking 
habits.  Despite  the  positive  Government  lead  given  following  the  publica- 
tion of  the  excellent  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  “ Smoking 
and  Health,”  and  extensive  propaganda  by  local  authorities,  it  is  clear  that 
the  majority  of  cigarette  addicts  remain  unconvinced  or,  even  if  they  accept 
the  evidence  presented  to  them,  indicate  that  they  do  not  wish  to  forgo 
their  pleasurable  habit.  Many  still  think  that  it  is  “ too  late  ” to  be 
worthwhile  stopping,  which  is  not  true  as  the  available  evidence  shows  that 
however  many  years  the  smoker  has  been  addicted  there  is  still  an 
appreciable  lessening  of  the  risk  if  he  modifies  his  consumption.  Again, 
it  is  often  pointed  out  that  our  main  responsibility  is  to  the  younger 
generation  which  has  not  yet  become  addicted.  The  point  here,  surely,  is 
that  the  example  set  by  older  people  is  not  without  influence  and  undoubt- 
edly all  parents,  teachers,  and  particularly  medical  practitioners  bear  a 
heavy  responsibility  in  this  matter.  For  information,  and  to  keep  things 
in  perspective,  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  from  lung  cancer  during 
the  past  six  years  is  reproduced  here: — 
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The  Registrar-General  listed  six  deaths  of  residents  in  the  Rural 
District  from  motor  vehicle  accidents.  Brief  details  are  as  follows: — 

(i)  A 19  year  old  Cholderton  man;  his  Dormobile  overturned. 

(ii)  A 20  year  old  army  officer  from  Larkhill;  passenger  in  a car 
which  overturned  in  Warwickshire. 

(iii)  A 22  year  old  private  from  Winterbourne  Gunner;  passenger  in 
a car  which  overturned  in  Southampton  area. 

(iv)  A 30  year  old  Sergeant  from  Winterbourne  Gunner;  same 
circumstances  as  (iii),  above. 

(v)  A 33  year  old  N.C.O.  from  Bulford  Camp,  his  motor-cycle  hit 
a bollard  in  Hampshire. 

(vi)  A 61  year  old  W.D.  employee  from  Bulford  Camp  was  struck 
by  a lorry. 

Regarding  deaths  of  children,  the  23  concerning  which  we  have 
records  can  be  classified  as  follows: — 
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(i)  Eleven  children,  ten  males  and  one  female,  died  within  the  first 
week  of  life,  all  but  two  of  them  within  the  first  12  hours  of 
life,  in  fact.  All  of  these  children  died  in  hospital  and  in  all 
except  one  prematurity  was  the  significant  factor;  the  remaining 
child  was  congenitally  malformed. 

(ii)  Eight  children,  four  of  each  sex,  died  during  the  first  year  of  life, 
excepting  the  first  week.  Only  one  of  these  was  not  in  hospital 
at  the  time  of  death.  Brief  details  of  age,  residence  and  cause 

of  death  follow: — 

Male,  2 weeks,  Larkhill;  cerebral  haemorrhage. 

Female,  1 month,  Amesbury;  cold  syndrome. 

Female,  1 month,  Bulford  Camp;  acute  meningitis. 

Male,  7 weeks,  Larkhill;  pneumonia  due  to  cold  syndrome. 
Male,  3 months,  Figheldean;  pneumonia. 

Female,  4 months,  Larkhill;  gastro-enteritis  and  congenital 
abnormalities. 

Female,  5 months,  Bulford;  acute  gastro-enteritis. 

Male,  5 months,  Shrewton;  pneumonia  and  endocardial  fibro- 
elastosis. 

(iii)  Four  other  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  died  during  the 
year,  brief  details  being  as  follows: — 

Female,  15  months,  Bulford  Camp;  multiple  congenital  heart 
defects. 

Male,  17  months,  Bulford  Camp;  pneumonia  and  fibrocystic 
disease. 

Female,  2 years,  Winterbourne  Gunner;  bronchiolitis  and 
gastro-enteritis. 

Male,  3 years,  Amesbury;  tuberculous  meningitis. 

Apart  from  these,  one  suicide  (a  60  year  old  Amesbury  woman  by 
barbiturate  poisoning),  and  one  maternal  death  (described  below),  the 
remaining  deaths  during  1962  were  from  unexceptional  causes  in  mainly 
elderly  people  and  require  no  special  comment  here  with  the  exception  of 
the  three  deaths  recorded  from  accidents,  other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents. 
These  were  as  follows: — 

(i)  A 19  year  old  tractor  driver  from  Porton  died  as  a result  of  his 
tractor  overturning  at  work. 

(ii)  A 20  year  old  Marine  Commando  from  Tilshead  died  from  a 
brain  injury  (inquest  adjourned). 

(iii)  A 30  year  old  R.N.  officer  died  as  a result  of  injuries  sustained 
when  a naval  aircraft  crashed  at  work. 

Thus,  as  was  in  the  case  of  the  fatal  motor  vehicle  accidents,  Service 
personnel  formed  a large  proportion  of  the  total. 
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We  will  now  consider  the  statistics  concerned  with  birth  and  infancy, 
which  include  those  generally  regarded  as  important  measures  of  the 
healthiness  of  an  area  and  of  the  efficiency  of  its  medical  and  social  services. 
The  live  birth  rate  for  1962,  adjusted  to  allow  for  population  structure, 
was  25.1,  considerably  higher  than  both  the  County  and  National  rates. 
Twenty  of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of  3.2%, 
much  less  than  the  relatively  high  National  rate  (provisionally  6.6%).  The 
most  significant  rate  in  this  group  is  usually  considered  to  be  the  infant 
mortality  rate,  which  measures  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  during  the 
first  year  of  life  per  1,000  live  births.  The  1962  rate  for  the  Rural  District 
was  20.1,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  County  (20.7)  and  the 
National  (21.4)  rates.  The  stillbirth  rate  of  20.1  per  1,000  total  births  is 
almost  twice  the  1961  figure  but,  as  pointed  out  in  the  preamble  to  last 
year’s  Annual  Report,  rates  based  on  relatively  small  absolute  numbers  do 
tend  to  show  wide  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  which  are  not  necessarily 
significant.  There  was  unfortunately  one  maternal  death  this  year,  a 29 
year  old  Shrewton  mother  died  in  Odstock  Hospital,  Salisbury,  following 
Caesarian  section. 

Turning  now  to  the  infectious  diseases,  it  will  be  seen  that  149 
notifications  were  received  during  the  year  from  physicians  in  respect  of 
patients  in  the  Rural  District.  Although  notifications  can  never  be  expected 
to  be  complete,  particularly  in  respect  of  the  commoner  diseases  of  child- 
hood where  the  doctor  may  not  even  be  consulted  by  the  parent,  there  is  a 
biennial  variation  in  the  total  number  of  notifications  received  which  is 
due  to  the  characteristic  cyclical  incidence  of  measles.  This  is  shown  fairly 
well  by  the  following  figures  which  represent  the  totals  for  all  notifiable 
diseases  for  each  of  the  past  six  years. 
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Apart  from  the  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  summarised  in  the  appro- 
priate table  there  were  two  other  outbreaks  during  the  year  worthy  of 
mention.  One  of  these  was  a Salmonella  heidelberg  infection  of  unknown 
origin  in  a service  family  at  Boscombe  Down,  the  convalescent  carrier  state 
lasting  three  months  in  the  original  case  despite  courses  of  treatment  with 
antibiotics.  The  second  was  an  explosive  outbreak  of  infectious  gastro- 
enteritis affecting  approximately  40  children  at  Winterbourne  Earls  school 
early  in  May  for  which  no  causative  agent  could  be  discovered,  although 
the  school  meals  were  definitely  exonerated  as  a vehicle.  It  seems  likely  that 
some  undetermined  viral  agent  was  responsible  for  this  episode. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  event  from  the  public  health  point  of  view 
in  connection  with  infectious  disease  in  1962  was  the  death  on  1st  August, 
1962,  of  a scientific  officer  working  at  the  M.R.E.  Porton  from  an  accidental 
laboratory  infection  with  the  plague  bacillus  (Pasteurella  pestis).  His  illness 
took  the  form  of  a case  of  pneumonic  plague  and  the  fact  that  he  was  taken 
ill  and  nursed  at  home  for  some  days  before  the  true  nature  of  his  illness 
was  recognised  was  obviously  a cause  for  considerable  concern  to  the  public 
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health  authorities.  Although  the  Establishment  lies  within  the  boundary 
of  the  Amesbury  Rural  District,  the  officer  himself  resided  within  the 
Salisbury  and  Wilton  Rural  District,  as  did  the  majority  of  his  close 
contacts  during  the  period  of  illness,  and  the  brunt  of  the  epidemiological 
work  involved  in  locating  contacts  therefore  fell  upon  my  colleague,  Dr. 
Lishman,  who  is  M.O.H.  for  that  district.  To  him  must  be  given  consider- 
able credit  for  the  speed  and  efficiency  with  which  he  traced  all  the  relevant 
contacts  and  arranged  for  them  to  have  appropriate  prophylactic  antibiotic 
cover  (daily  streptomycin  injections,  plus  oral  “ Penbritin  ”),  and  for 
dealing  effectively  with  the  considerable  pressure  from  Press  and  Broad- 
casting representatives.  Fortunately  no  secondary  cases  occurred  either 
amongst  home  contacts  or  those  in  the  hospital  to  which  the  patient  had 
been  admitted  as  a case  of  non-specific  pneumonia.  However,  widespread 
public  concern  continued  after  this  episode  as  a result  of  which  your 
M.O.H.  was  permitted  to  attend  the  private  enquiry  held  subsequently  at 
the  Establishment,  and  in  addition,  a joint  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
local  authorities  most  closely  concerned  (the  Amesbury  R.D.C.,  Salisbury 
and  Wilton  R.D.C.,  Salisbury  City  and  Wiltshire  County  Council)  was 
convened  at  which  a number  of  points  were  agreed  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  help  reduce  the  risk  of  a similar  infection  in  a Porton 
employee  endangering  the  public  health  in  the  future.  The  resolution 
included  such  provisions  as  full  information  and  liaison  by  the  Establishment 
with  local  M.Os.H.,  a tightening  up  of  the  arrangements  for  the  early 
detection  of  possibly  significant  infections  amongst  Porton  employees  living 
in  the  community,  isolation  accommodation  outside  the  normal  local  hospital 
provisions  and  certain  points  concerned  with  the  sewerage  disposal  arrange- 
ments at  Porton.  At  the  time  of  writing  these  matters  still  await  final 
agreement,  but  it  is  hoped  that  their  implementation  will  help  reduce  the 
possibility  of  a similar  future  episode  endangering  the  public  to  an  absolute 
minimum. 

In  1960  this  Council,  in  common  with  the  other  rural  district  councils 
in  the  East  Wilts  group,  made  brucellosis  (undulant  fever)  in  man  a 
notifiable  disease  by  Order  under  the  powers  of  section  147  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  This  Brucellosis  Order  was  for  a period  of  three  years, 
and  during  the  period  for  which  the  Order  has  been  in  force  one  case  of 
brucellosis  has  been  notified  to  the  East  Wilts  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  incidence  of  clinical  brucellosis  in  man  in  this  country  is  believed  to  be 
about  4 cases  per  million  population  per  year,  therefore  one  would  expect 
only  one  case  in  10  years  in  a district  of  25,000  population.  When  the 
term  of  Order  lapsed  naturally  at  the  end  of  the  three  year  period,  the 
Council  asked  the  Ministry  of  Health  whether  it  would  be  prepared  to 
approve  the  making  of  a new  Order,  but  this  request  met  with  a negative 
response.  Although  I do  not  believe  that  notification  alone  will  help  much 
in  the  abolition  of  brucellosis  in  man,  which  is  a matter  requiring  a National 
eradication  scheme  for  the  disease  in  animals,  I was  a little  disappointed 
with  the  Ministry’s  attitude  towards  notification,  and  consider  that  some 
of  the  reasons  given  by  the  Ministry  in  favour  of  its  refusal  are  mistaken. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  B.M.A.  again 
recommended  notification  of  brucellosis  in  1959,  and  at  the  same  time 
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the  discontinuation  of  such  practically  unrewarding  notifications  as  acute 
primary  pneumonia,  erysipelas  and  measles,  the  latter  in  particular  causing 
a great  deal  of  expense  and  wasted  clerical  time  with  little  reward  in  terms 
of  disease  control  and  prevention.  England,  Wales  and  Scotland  are  now 
almost  the  only  remaining  countries  in  Europe  in  which  brucellosis  is  not 
notifiable  and  that  authoritative  publication  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  “The  Control  of  Communicable  Diseases  in  Man”  (1960), 
indicated  that  case  report  was  obligatory  in  most  states  and  countries.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  note  that  the  Ministry’s  own  advice  for  deciding  whether 
or  not  a notice  to  pasteurize  milk  should  be  served  by  the  M.O.H.  under 
section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  is  that 
whereas  one  positive  bacteriological  or  biological  report  does  not  by  itself 
justify  the  service  of  a notice,  though  two  consecutive  ones  do,  a case  of 
undulant  fever  in  man  is  sufficient  to  warrant  service  of  a notice  without 
biological  report.  This  seems  to  be  strong  justification  for  notification  of 
the  disease  in  man,  with  subsequent  action  to  prevent  the  infection  of  others 
from  the  same  source,  which  is  surely  a direct  contradiction  of  the  Ministry’s 
statement  in  its  letter  refusing  to  approve  a further  notification  Order  that 
“ from  the  point  of  view  of  preventing  the  spread  of  infection,  notification 
serves  no  useful  purpose.”  Finally  there  is  the  matter  of  emphasising  by 
introducing  notification  the  importance  of  control  of  a particular  disease 
in  the  eyes  of  practising  physicians  in  the  area.  Without  notification  it  will 
appear  that  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  occurrence  of  the  condition  is 
known  or  not. 

There  were  7 tuberculosis  notifications,  of  which  4 related  to  pulmonary 
cases.  Regarding  new  cases  of  this  disease  the  experience  of  the  Rural 
District  in  recent  years  is  shown  by  the  following  figures. 
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It  is  interesting  to  review  at  this  stage  the  total  number  of  persons  resident 
in  the  Rural  District  who  are  still  listed  in  the  Register  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  kept  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  This  includes  details  of  all 
those  persons  who  have  been  notified  at  some  time  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  or  other  forms  of  tuberculosis,  and  who  have  not  subsequently 
been  removed  from  the  Register  as  a result  of  permanent  cure,  death  or 
leaving  the  district.  There  were  93  persons  on  this  register  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1962,  55  males  and  38  females.  In  66  of  these  cases  the  disease 
affected  the  lungs,  in  the  remaining  27  other  parts  of  the  body  were 
concerned,  the  site  affected  being  the  glands  of  the  neck  in  18  of  these. 
Although  93  persons  may  appear  to  be  rather  a large  number,  in  fact  the 
incidence  of  approximately  one  case  per  270  population  was  slightly  below 
the  corresponding  figure  for  the  county  as  a whole. 

Regarding  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases  by  artificial  immunisa- 
tion, the  major  advance  in  1962  was  the  widespread  introduction  of 
immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  using  the  new  oral  type  vaccine  deve- 
loped by  Sabin.  Although  poliomyelitis  has  not  reached  the  epidemic 
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proportions  seen  during  some  recent  years,  it  is  still  an  ever  present  threat 
which  may  affect,  and  often  appears  to  select,  the  young  and  fit  adult,  and 
we  quite  naturally  fear  it  especially  because,  although  it  may  not  choose 
to  kill  us,  it  may  leave  us  permanently  confined  to  a wheel  chair  or  to  the 
living  death  of  utter  dependance  upon  others  implied  by  life  in  an  “ iron 
lung.”  There  is  now  no  need  for  anyone  between  the  ages  of  six  months 
and  forty  years  to  be  exposed  unprotected  to  this  risk.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  has  arranged  for  ample  supplies  of  the  new  oral  vaccine  to  be  made 
available  to  all  persons  in  this  group.  The  administration  of  the  vaccine 
is  absurdly  simple  and  involves  no  possibility  of  pain  or  distress  to  parent 
or  child.  The  dose  of  three  drops  of  vaccine  is  taken  quite  simply  on  a 
lump  of  ordinary  household  sugar  or,  for  a baby,  in  a teaspoonful  of 
syrup.  There  is  no  unpleasant  taste  and  no  after-effects  at  all  are  experi- 
enced. A full  primary  course  consists,  at  present,  of  three  doses  given  at 
intervals  of  four  to  eight  weeks.  In  addition,  those  schoolchildren  up  to 
the  age  of  12  years  who  have  already  received  protection  by  the  injected 
“ Salk  ” method  are  able  to  receive  their  reinforcing  fourth  dose  by  this 
simple  oral  method.  The  protection  afforded  is  safe  and  reliable  and 
each  batch  of  vaccine  is  carefully  tested  for  the  Medical  Research  Council 
before  being  issued.  Unlike  the  injected  “ Salk  ” vaccine  used  previously, 
the  “ Sabin  ” oral  vaccine  can  be  used  during  an  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis 
to  “ block  ” the  spread  of  the  disease-producing  virus  throughout  the 
community.  The  number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  England  and  Wales 
was  lower  in  1962  than  it  had  been  for  nearly  half  a century,  but  the 
number  was  still  appreciable;  272  confirmed  cases,  of  which  212  were 
associated  with  paralysis.  Our  efforts  must  not  be  relaxed,  therefore,  and 
it  is  unwise  to  wait  for  an  epidemic  before  obtaining  protection,  which 
might  well  be  too  late.  Anyone  in  the  priority  group  who  has  not  yet 
received  protection  against  poliomyelitis,  should  resolve  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  receive  it  without  further  delay.  Regarding  the  present  position 
in  the  Rural  District,  the  statistics  show  that  a total  of  718  young  people 
under  the  age  of  21  completed  a primary  course  of  immunisation  against 
poliomyelitis  by  injection,  the  oral  route,  or  a combination  of  the  two, 
during  1962,  and  another  494  schoolchildren  had  a 4th  (booster)  dose. 

In  our  delight  in  new  medical  advances,  we  must  never  forget  the 
horrors  of  the  relatively  recent  past  which  still  lurk  in  the  background 
ready  to  attack  if  our  vigilance  slackens.  Diphtheria,  a disease  of  which 
most  of  our  younger  adults  have  no  practical  experience,  and  often  no 
knowledge,  is  still  a force  to  be  reckoned  with.  In  England  and  Wales 
19  confirmed  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  it  still  causes  a high 
mortality.  The  numbers  of  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  due  to  this 
infection  during  recent  years  are  indicative  of  this  point: — 

1959  1960  1961 


0 5 10 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  now  generally  carried  out  during  early 
infancy  in  combination  with  protection  against  pertussis  (whooping  cough) 
and  tetanus  (lockjaw),  the  protection  afforded  against  the  latter  disease 
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being  especially  important  in  a predominantly  agricultural  area  such  as  this. 
The  statistics  show  that  145  of  the  633  children  born  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1962  completed  a primary  course  of  immunisation  against  these 
three  diseases.  However,  some  of  these  children  would  be  too  young  to  be 
expected  to  have  had  a complete  course  by  the  end  of  1962,  and  it  is  more 
useful  to  consider  how  the  553  children  born  in  the  previous  year  (1961) 
have  fared.  In  this  respect  we  shall  have  to  confine  our  remarks  to  diph- 
theria injections,  as  statistics  concerning  triple  antigen  protection  were  not 
available  last  year,  but,  it  can  safely  be  assumed  that  the  vast  majority  who 
had  diphtheria  protection  had,  in  fact,  the  “ triple  ” antigen.  Of  these  553 
(1961)  children  the  statistics  suggest  that  145  (same  number  by  chance) 
had  a complete  course  of  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria  in  1961, 
and  a further  272  during  1962,  giving  a total  of  417,  that  is  75%,  a 
figure  which  could  perhaps  be  improved  upon. 

Nor  must  be  forget  vaccination  against  smallpox.  Although  the  value 
of  infantile  vaccination  has  been  a subject  of  much  debate  during  the  past 
year,  the  consensus  of  opinion  seems  to  be  that  it  is  of  definite  value  and 
should  be  continued.  Of  the  633  children  born  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year  the  statistics  suggest  that  409  were  vaccinated,  a reasonable 
percentage  (65%)  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  born  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  would  have  been  too  young,  and  also  the  changing  policy 
regarding  the  best  time  to  receive  this  protection,  15  to  18  months  being 
the  age  now  favoured  in  this  Health  Authority  area.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  also  that  1,758  revaccinations  (all  ages)  were  made  during  the  year, 
compared  with  only  79  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  no  doubt  accounted 
for  partly  by  the  public  concern  early  in  the  year  about  the  amount  of 
imported  smallpox  entering  the  country,  and  with  the  associated  demand 
for  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  for  persons  travelling  abroad. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  the  problems  of  the 
elderly,  with  particular  reference  to  the  powers  given  to  District  Councils 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Amendment)  Act,  1962,  to 
provide  meals  and  recreation  for  old  people.  Enquiries  were  made  in  the 
East  Wilts  area  to  determine  the  potential  need  for  a mobile  meals  service 
(“  Meals  on  Wheels  ”)  for  old  people  confined  to  their  homes,  and  a 
meeting  was  held  with  representatives  of  women’s  organisations  in  the 
district.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  evidence  of  a need  to  justify 
organising  such  a service  in  the  area  had  not  been  forthcoming,  and  no 
plans  are  in  hand  at  present  for  further  development  in  this  field. 

A number  of  old  people  living  alone  were  seen  during  the  year  where 
the  possibility  of  action  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  Pan  III 
accommodation  under  the  provisions  of  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  had  to  be  considered,  but  except  for  one  case  (an  elderly 
Shrewton  man,  where  urgent  action  had  to  be  taken  to  obtain  a Magistrate’s 
Order  under  the  1951  Amendment  Act),  where  removal  was  necessary  this 
was  achieved  on  an  informal  basis  without  recourse  to  the  legal  powers. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  interest  was  roused  both  locally  and 
nationally  by  the  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  Circular 
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28/62  that  he  was  now  prepared  to  approve,  under  section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  schemes  for  the  fluoridation  of  public 
water  supplies  in  an  effort  to  minimise  the  wastage  of  children’s  teeth 
through  avoidable  decay.  This  decision  indicated  the  A/linister  s intention 
that  policy  decisions  in  this  matter  should  be  for  the  Local  Health  Authori- 
ties (County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils)  and  not  for  District 
Councils.  However,  it  is  important  that  all  local  authorities  should  under- 
stand what  is  proposed  and,  with  this  aim  in  mind,  a detailed  report  on 
the  subject  in  all  its  aspects  was  submitted  to  the  Council.  The  most  recent 
determinations  of  the  amount  of  fluoride  in  seven  supply  sources  in  the 
District  showed  levels  ranging  between  0.03  and  0.11  parts  per  million, 
all  much  below  the  optimal  level  for  good  dental  health.  There  is  still  much 
confusion  in  the  public  mind  about  the  exact  role  of  fluoridation  and  I 
would  stress  that  the  beneficial  effects  in  general  are  limited  to  children 
whose  teeth  are  still  developing  and  that  the  present  generation  of  adults 
can,  of  course,  expect  no  benefit  whatsoever.  It  is  also  my  view  that  we 
should  try  to  keep  the  whole  question  of  dental  caries  in  children  in  proper 
perspective.  Fluoridation  of  water  supplies  would  undoubtedly  bring  about 
an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  dental  state  of  future  generations,  but  I 
would  like  to  emphasize  the  over-riding  importance  of  moderation  in  the 
consumption  of  sweets,  biscuits  and  the  like,  especially  between  meals,  and 
of  good  dental  hygiene.  Regarding  the  latter,  my  personal  view  is  that 
too  much  reliance  can  easily  be  placed  on  the  use  of  dentifrice  and  brush. 
In  my  experience  few  children  know  how  to  use  these  correctly  and  effi- 
ciently and  their  indiscriminate  use  can  lead  to  damaged  teeth  and  gums. 
Rinsing  the  mouth  with  water  after  meals  and  chewing  a portion  of  apple 
last  thing  at  night  before  retiring  are  habits  easily  acquired  and  probably 
more  reliable  than  the  indifferent  brushing  of  the  teeth  in  a manner  more 
appropriate  to  the  polishing  of  footwear. 

I would  like  to  conclude  these  introductory  remarks  by  expressing 
my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  District  Council  staff  for  their  helpfulness 
on  numerous  occasions,  to  my  Clerical  Assistant,  Miss  G.  M.  Boswell,  more 
especially  for  the  attention  she  has  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  this 
Report,  and  to  my  colleague,  Dr.  F.  J.  G.  Lishman,  who  acts  as  my 
Deputy  whenever  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  be  away  from  the  district. 

/ am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  I.  Lockett, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

June,  1963. 
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Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health 

Inspector 

Clerical  Assistant  and  Trainee 
Public  Health  Inspector 

Rodent  Operator 

Clerk  (M.O.H.  Office) 


H.  I.  Lockett,  m.b.,  d.p.h. 

I.  L.  Fisher,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Certi- 
fied Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

R.  Wilkinson,  c.s.j.b.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

R.  L.  Beese 

R.  H.  Coombes 
Miss  G.  M.  Boswell 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a similar  capacity  for  the 
Borough  of  Marlborough  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Marlborough  and 
Ramsbury,  and  Pewsey.  These  combined  districts  have  a population  of 
60,340  and  an  area  of  235,289  acres.  They  have  appointed  a Joint  Com- 
mittee, the  East  Wiltshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
Committee,  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to  the  office  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  also  performs  duties  for  the 
Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service,  Education 
and  Mental  Health  Acts. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  ...  ...  24,750 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  4,405 

Number  of  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  owned  by  the  Council  1,335 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  £345,346 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  £1,360 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

T otal 

Live  Births  ... 

328 

305 

633 

Legitimate  ... 

320 

293 

613 

Illegitimate  ... 

8 

12 

20 

Still  Births 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

9 

4 

13 

of  age  ...  ...  ... 

14 

5 

19 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

117 

81 

198 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • • • • 

25.6 

25.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • • • • 

8.0 

12.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

20.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 

30.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

37.1 

Comparisons, 

1962 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Amesbury 

R.D. 

25.1 

Wiltshire 

County 

19.6 

England 
and  Wale 

18.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

12.5 

10.8 

11.9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births  

20.1 

20.7 

21.4 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1962 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

J'otal 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

7 

— 

7 

„ „ breast 

— 

3 

3 

„ „ uterus 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

9 

8 

17 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

7 

10 

17 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

13 

42 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

11 

9 

20 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

7 

14 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

13 

29 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

— 

6 

All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Suicide  •••  •••  • • • 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

117 

81 

198 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962  Classified  in  Age  Groups 
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IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS,  1962 


(1)  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation 


Year  of  Birth 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1953-57 

1948-52 

Primary  immunisation  | 
completed  during 

1962 

Diph. 

145 

I 

272 

| 

22 

11 

5 

98 

1 4 

| Wh/c. 

145 

272 

22 

11 

4 

6 

1 1 
| 

Tet. 

145 

271 

22 

15 

9 

205 

i 16 
| 

Reinforcing  injections 
administered  during 

1962 

Diph. 

31 

94 

14 

16 

1 355 

| 

1 

| 22 
| 

Wh/c. 

— 

22 

67 

11 

7 

1 

40 

6 

| 

Tet. 

— 

31 

67 

32 

17 

237 

I 14 
1 

(2)  Smallpox  Vaccination 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

i 

2-4 

5-14  | 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

409 

101 

129 

451 

532 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

8 

74 

531 

1144 

(3)  Poliomyelitis  Immunisation 


Persons  Born 

2nd  inj. 

3rd  inj. 

4th  inj. 

3rd  oral 

3rd  oral 
after  2 
injs. 

4th  oral 

1943-1961 

161 

320 

61 

273 

99 

433 

1933-1942 

39 

68 

5 

38 

12 

5 

Babies  born  in  1962 

5 

9 

— 

17 

— 

— 

Others 

68 

202 

5 

49 

22 

10 

Totals 

273 

599 

71 

377 

133 

448 

(I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  these  statistics 
concerning  immunisation  work  carried  out  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year.) 
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AMESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1962 

Redworth  House, 

Amesbury, 

Salisbury,  Wilts. 

Telephone  3255. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  for  1962.  The 
Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/63. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
given  during  the  year. 

It  also  gives  me  pleasure  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  the  ready  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  duties 
of  the  Department,  and  of  the  assistance  willingly  afforded  by  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  in  the  compilation  of  the  information  on  water  supplies, 
drainage  and  sewerage  and  refuse  collection  and  disposal.  Also  to  express 
my  thanks  to  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  their  co-operation  at 
all  times. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 
Your  obedient  servant , 


30th  July,  1963. 


I.  L.  Fisher, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  IN  THE  AREA 


Number  and  Nature  of  Visits  or  Inspections  during  1962 

GENERA  L SAN  IT  A TION 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Drainage  of  Property  ...  ...  ...  921 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Movable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  119 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Inspectons  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  18 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods) 

Order,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  165 

Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  182 

Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent  ...  ...  ...  16 

HOUSING 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  77 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspections)  ...  165 

242 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  127 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspections)  ...  507 

634 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  122 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  re  Verminous  Conditions  ...  3 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (Re-inspections)  ...  2 

5 

Number  of  Property  Owners/Agents  and  Builders  interviewed  ...  275 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  ...  122 

Number  of  Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  Visits  to  Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Visits  to  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  Visits  to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1961 

Inspections  of  factories  within  the  district  have  shown  that  conditions 
are  generally  satisfactory.  Any  defects  found  were  of  a minor  nature,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  had  been  remedied  as  the  result  of  informal  action. 
It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  serve  any  Notice  to  rectify  any 
contraventions  of  the  Acts. 

The  following  is  a list  of  factories  in  the  district: — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  • ••  7 

Engineering,  including  Garages  ...  ...  26 

Electricity  Generating  ...  ...  1 

Joinery,  woodworking  ...  ...  • ••  11 

Testing  of  Flow  Meters 

Milk  Pasteurising  ...  •••  •••  1 

Laundering  ...  ...  • • • • ■ • 2 

Corn  Milling  ...  ...  • ••  •••  1 

Manufacture  of  Explosives  ...  ...  2 

Vehicle  Painting  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Tailoring  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Aircraft  Testing  ... 

Instrument  Repairs  ...  ...  •••  1 


Fibre  Glass  and  Resin  Moulding  ...  ...  2 

Cine  Film  Camera  Testing  ... 

Cinematograph  Film  Manufacture  ...  ...  1 

Oil  Gas 

Radio  and  Electrical  Equipment  Repairs  ...  1 

Fruit  Juice  and  Bottle  Washing  ...  ...  1 

Upholstery  and  Furniture  Repairs  ...  ...  1 

Packing  of  Plastic  Products  ...  ...  1 

Poultry  Processing  ...  ...  ...  1 

Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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OUTWORKERS 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  district  engaged  on  outwork  remains 
very  small.  These  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  knitted  wear  by 
firms  situated  outside  the  area,  and  their  names  and  addresses  are  notified 
to  the  Council  by  the  appropriate  authorities.  Inspections  were  made  of 
the  premises,  but  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Following  the  delivery  of  a new  refuse  collection  freighter,  and 
recruitment  of  additional  labour,  the  Council  was  able  to  extend  the 
refuse  collection  service  and  all  parishes  in  the  District  now  enjoy  a weekly 
collection. 

The  disposal  of  all  refuse  collected  in  the  district  takes  place  at  one 
tip,  situated  at  Porton  Firs,  when  the  separation  of  salvageable  materials, 
such  as  waste  paper,  metal  and  rags  is  also  carried  out.  All  materials  so 
salvaged  have  been  sold  to  contractors  and  the  receipts  have  continued  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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HOUSING 


In  1962  the  Council’s  building  programme  was  limited  to  one  very 
important  scheme,  the  erection  at  Durrington  of  the  eleven  units  of  one- 
bedroom  bungalows  for  aged  persons,  together  with  a Warden’s  house, 
laundry,  resident’s  lounge  and  a guest  room.  All  the  buildings,  which  were 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  are  centrally  heated  and  provided  with 
all  modern  amenities.  The  layout  of  the  area  is  very  attractive  and  the 
scheme  is  one  of  which  the  Council  can  feel  justly  proud.  In  addition  to 
the  eleven  units  of  accommodation  the  Council  extend  the  scope  of  the 
warden’s  services  to  include  seven  bungalows  occupied  by  aged  persons 
erected  on  land  adjacent  to  the  site  and  these  were  also  equipped  with  the 
warning  bell  system,  the  tenants  having  the  use  of  the  lounge,  guest  room 
and  laundry  facilities. 

The  Council  has  been  actively  engaged  throughout  the  year  in  the 
acquisition  of  land  on  which  to  erect  more  houses  to  meet  the  demand  for 
accommodation  which  shows  no  signs  of  decreasing.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  was 
awaited  to  the  tender  for  the  erection  of  eleven  bungalows  at  Shrewton, 
whilst  plans  had  been  prepared  for  dwellings  which  are  to  be  erected  at 
Figheldean  and  Newton  Tony  in  1963.  It  is  also  hoped  that  work  will  be 
commenced  on  the  large  housing  site  at  Bulford. 

In  recent  years  I have  commented  upon  the  increasing  numbers  of 
dwellings  being  erected  in  the  district  by  private  enterprise.  In  this 
respect  1962  was  no  exception,  with  the  development  of  several  new 
estates,  mostly  in  the  Bourne  Valley  area.  During  the  year  160  houses  or 
bungalows  were  completed  and  a further  94  were  in  the  course  of  erection 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants 
towards  the  cost  of  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of  older  houses 
compared  favourably  with  those  received  in  other  years,  and  during  the 
year  Discretionary  Grants  amounting  to  £9,584  were  made  in  respect  of 
the  28  dwellings  where  such  works  were  completed.  A further  4 dwellings 
were  improved  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Grants,  these  Grants  totalling 
£270. 

During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the  modernisation  and 
improvement  of  thirty-one  pre-war  Council  Houses. 

Following  consideration  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  42/62,  calling  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of  houses 
being  improved,  the  Council  decided  to  make  a survey  of  the  district  with 
a view  to  approaching  owners  of  properties  considered  suitable  for  improve- 
ment and  to  encourage  them  to  modernise  these  houses. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  by  the  Department  under 
the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  during  the  year:— 


(i)  Inspection  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Act 

(ii)  Inspection  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Act  

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  habitation 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation  ... 


77 

127 

10 

143 


(v)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action 


88 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  12,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  — 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners — 

C.  Proceedings  under  section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  section  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition  Orders  *33 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(iv)  Number  of  Undertakings  completed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


D.  Proceedings  under  sections  42,  43,  46  and  48,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  upon  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  which  have  been  retained 

as  temporary  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

E.  Proceedings  under  section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936,  section  3,  Housing 

Act,  1949,  section  10,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act,  1953,  and  sections  17,  18  and  27,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  or 

Undertakings  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled 

in  consequence  of  premises  being  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  — 

F.  Proceedings  under  section  76,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  year  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  year  ...  2 

*Includes  20  houses  demolished  by  Crown  Departments  under  Slum  Clearance 
procedures  by  agreement  with  the  Council. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  control  measures  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  are  closely  followed  by  the  Rodent  Operator  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  services  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  which  are  shared  with  two 
neighbouring  authorities,  have  once  again  proved  adequate,  and  the  system- 
atic survey  of  the  district  which  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year  showed 
the  general  situation  to  be  satisfactory.  All  complaints  received  were  dealt 
with  promptly  and  were  found  to  be  mostly  of  a minor  nature. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  during  the  year: — 


Type  of  Property 
Non- Agricultural 

(I) 

Local 

Auth- 

ority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All 

other 

(4) 

T otal  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  and 

(3) 

(5) 

Agric- 

ultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

16 

6030 

174 

6220 

127 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of 
notification 

48 

23 

71 

2 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by: — 

Major 

1 

1 

1 

common  ixst  ■ ■ 

Minor 

— 

48 

21 

69 

2 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OIlip  Aval 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

5 

893 

44 

942 

57 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by: — 

Major 

1 

1 

2 

Minor 

4 

50 

— 

54 

5 

Major 

pl*  n nf 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Major 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  

Minor 

— 

3 

— 

3 

2 
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Type  of  Property 
Non- Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Auth- 

ority 

(2). 

Dwelling 
Houses 
( inc . 
Council 
Houses) 

(3) 

All 

other 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  and 

(3) 

(5) 

Agric- 

ultural 

4.  Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g., 
when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Total  inspections  carried 
out,  including  re-inspections 

23 

947 

67 

1037 

59 

6.  Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sections  2,  3 and 
4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

93 

17 

115 

2 

7.  Total  treatments  carried 
out,  including  re-treatments 

23 

96 

17 

136 

2 

8.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  section  4 of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 

(i.e.,  Proofing) 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  section  4 of 
the  Act. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Number  of  “Block”  con- 
trol schemes  carried  out 

N 

[ L 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Regional  Water  Supply 

The  work  of  laying  the  9-inch  diameter  link  main  from  Boscombe 
Down  to  Durrington  was  completed  during  the  year.  The  Council  also 
decided  to  lay  an  extension  from  this  main  to  serve  properties  in  the 
Porton  Road  area  of  Amesbury. 

Following  the  sinking  of  the  second  borehole  at  Durrington  work  was 
commenced  on  the  laying  of  mains  to  afford  a supply  of  water  to  the 
War  Department  at  Knighton  Down. 

The  new  reservoir  at  Castle  Barn  was  completed  and  put  into  service 
during  the  year.  The  construction  of  the  reservoir  to  serve  the  Firs  Road 
area  of  Winterbourne  was  also  commenced. 

Small  extensions  have  been  made  to  service  properties  on  new 
housing  estates. 

Thirty  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  all  of  these  proved  satisfactory. 

One  water  sample  was  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  A copy  of 
the  report  is  given  below. 

Physical  Characters  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clear,  colourless  water:  no  deposit 


Chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Parts  per  million 

Reaction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Alkaline  pH  7.3 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Organic  (or  “albuminoid”)  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  premanganate  in  three  hours  at  37°C.  ...  ...  0.03 

Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  200 

(a)  Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  160 

(b)  Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  40 

Metals  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  • • • • • • • • • • • • n|l 

Nitrites  (nitrous  nitrogen)  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ••  •••  •••  nil 

Opinion:  Satisfactory. 


Bulford  and  Durrington 

This  supply  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Small  extensions  have  been  made  to  service  properties  on  new 
housing  estates. 

Seventeen  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion and  all  of  these  proved  satisfactory.  One  sample  was  submitted  for 
chemical  examination,  and  a copy  of  the  report  is  given  below: 


22 


Physical  Characters 

Chemical 

Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 
Nitrites  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Metals 


Clear,  colourless  water:  no  deposit 

Parts  per  million 
Alkaline  pH  7.2 
nil 
nil 

three  hours  at  37°C.  ...  ...  0.07 

22 
10 
245 
195 
50 
nil 
nil 


Opinion:  Satisfactory. 


Shrewton 

This  supply  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  laying  the  mains  to  connect  this  supply  to  the  new 
reservoir  at  Castle  Barn  and  of  linking  the  high  pressure  main  at  Madding- 
ton  with  the  lower  pressure  main  at  London  Road  was  completed. 

Twenty-six  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion and  all  of  these  proved  satisfactory.  One  sample  was  submitted  for 
chemical  examination,  and  a copy  of  the  report  is  given  below: 


Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrites  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Opinion:  Satisfactory. 


Clear,  colourless  water:  no  deposit 

Parts  per  million 
Alkaline  pH  7.3 
nil 
0.02 

hours  at  37°C.  ...  ...  0.03 

16 
8 

210 
155 
55 
nil 
nil 


Other  Supplies 

The  undermentioned  parishes  obtain  a supply  of  water  from  services 
not  belonging  to  the  Council: — 

Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Company). 

Tilshead  and  Figheldean  (supplies  taken  in  bulk  from  the  War 
Department). 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  each  of  the  above  supplies  have  been 
found  to  be  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  caravans  and  the  estimated  population  in  each  parish  supplied 
from  public  water  mains.  This  table  does  not  take  into  account  Service 
personnel  and  premises  occupied  by  them,  nor  does  it  include  properties 
obtaining  piped  water  from  Private  Estate  supplies. 

There  are  no  public  standpipes  in  the  district. 
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Parish 

Estimated 

Total 

Population 

Estimated  number 
of  Dwelling  Houses 
and  Caravans 
connected  direct 
to  Public  Piped 
Water  Supplies 

Estimated  popu- 
lation supplied 
from  Public  Water 
Mains  direct  to 
Houses  and 
Caravans 

Allington 

360 

90 

315 

Amesbury 

4,830 

1,367 

4,760 

Bulford 

642 

184 

642 

Cholderton 

226 

69 

226* 

Durnford 

463 

80 

280 

Durrington 

2,863 

818 

2,856 

Figheldean 

483 

110 

441* 

Idmiston 

1,330 

363 

1,240 

Milston 

210 

42 

147* 

Newton  Tony 

360 

63 

219 

Orcheston 

220 

55 

189 

Shrewton 

1,743 

470 

1,644 

Tilshead 

340 

97 

340* 

Wilsford-cum-Lake 

216 

8 

28 

Winterbourne 

1,302 

333 

1,170 

Winterbourne  Stoke 

210 

50 

180 

Woodford 

458 

103 

368 

Total 

16,256 

4,302 

15,045 

^Includes  population  supplied  from  mains  owned  by  Cholderton  Water  Company 
or  by  Government  Departments. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Amesbury 

This  scheme  has  worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  of  the  effluent  have  been  taken  regularly  and  all  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

Bulford  and  Durrington 

This  scheme,  which  also  serves  the  military  area  of  Bulford  Camp,  has 
worked  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  of  the  effluent  have  been  taken  regularly  and  all  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

Shrewton 

The  work  of  connecting  properties  to  the  public  sewers  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  193  premises  had  been  connected  to  the  system 
by  the  end  of  1962. 

Figheldean  and  Milston 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  laying  the  sewers  and  the  construc- 
tion of  the  pumping  station  was  nearing  completion,  and  this  scheme 
should  be  fully  operational  during  the  early  part  of  1963. 

Other  Schemes 

Whilst  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  for  the  sewage  works 
site  to  serve  the  Bourne  Valley  were  continued,  they  were  not  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  view  of  the  extensive  development  which  is  being, 
and  is  proposed  to  be,  carried  out  in  the  area  to  be  served  by  this  scheme 
the  urgency  for  the  early  execution  of  the  work  cannot  be  too  strongly 
stressed.  The  Council  is  also  conscious  of  the  fact  that  no  progress  can  be 
made  with  the  erection  of  new  housing  accommodation  which  it  intends  to 
provide  in  the  Parish  of  Winterbourne,  or  the  modernisation  of  the  older 
Council  Houses  in  that  Parish,  and  other  Parishes  in  the  Bourne  Valley, 
until  a proper  sewerage  system  is  available. 


CARAVAN  SITES 

Whilst  there  is  still  a great  demand  for  caravans  in  the  District,  the 
land  at  present  licensed  for  use  as  caravan  sites  appears  to  be  equal  to  the 
demand. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  multiple  sites  in  use  (those 
on  which  more  than  three  caravans  were  stationed)  providing  for  the 
stationing  of  295  caravans  thereon,  and  twenty-five  smaller  sites  with  a 
total  of  27  caravans. 

During  the  year  the  use  of  two  sites  in  Amesbury  was  discontinued,  and 
the  Council  resolved  to  make  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  to  secure  the  discontinuance  of  one  further  site  in 
Amesbury. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  milk  supply  to  the  district  during  the 
year.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  is  Pasteurised  and  is  processed  at, 
and  supplied  from,  the  milk  factory  at  Amesbury.  In  one  or  two  parishes 
there  is  still  a demand  for  Designated  Raw  Milks. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  regularly  from  all  the  registered 
distributors  in  the  district,  including  producer/retailers.  A total  of  206 
samples  were  submitted  for  the  statutory  tests  and  for  biological  examination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for  each 
examination,  together  with  the  results: — 


1 

Designated 

l 

Biological 

Pasteurised 

Raw  Milk 

1 .....  . 

j 

l 

Examination 

III 

Milk 

No.  of 

1 

l 

1 

No.  of 

1 

No.  of 

Samples  | Pass 

Fail\ 

Samples | Pass\  Fail\  Samples\Pass 

Fail 

Taken  1 

1 - 

1 

I 

Taken  1 

1 

| Taken 

| 

1 

68  j 65 

1 

3 j 

36  j 36 

1 

— | Bottles 

1 

l 

1 

68 

67 

1 

l 

1 

l 

Phosphatase  Test 

4 

1 

I 

1 

I 

Phosphatase  and 

l 

l 

1 

| Cartons 

Methylene  Blue 

l 

1 

34 

23 

Test 

1 

1 

1 

l 

Methylene 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Blue  Test 

6 

l 

i 

l 

1 

— 11 

Investigations  made  into  the  cause  of  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  in 
cartons,  taken  from  vending  machines,  failing  the  statutory  tests,  indicated 
that  in  the  case  of  the  samples  which  failed  the  Phosphatase  Test,  this 
was  due  to  errors  at  the  milk  factory.  In  view  of  the  number  of  samples 
failing  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  most  of  which  occurred  over  a period 
of  one  month,  a series  of  special  tests  was  carried  out  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  In  all,  a total  of  40  cartons  of 
milk  were  kept  under  observation  in  the  vending  machines  for  periods  up 
to  eight  days  prior  to  examination,  and  in  each  case  the  sample  satisfied 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  A number  of  empty  cartons  were  also  submitted 
for  examination  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
possible  to  reach  a positive  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  sample  failures. 

When  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples  of 
raw  milk,  the  producers  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  methods  to  ensure 
cleanliness  in  production,  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  107  samples  of  bottle  washings  were  submitted  for 
tests,  of  which  99  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Following  the  receipt  of 
unsatisfactory  reports,  further  visits  were  made  to  ascertain  the  cause. 
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There  is  only  one  Registered  Dairy  in  the  district.  The  number  of 
Registered  Milk  Distributors  and  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  milk  under 
special  designations  is  as  follows: — 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  in  district  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised 

Milk  (pre-packed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  2 

Other  Foods 

Following  consideration  of  a complaint  as  to  the  presence  of  a foreign 
body  in  a loaf  of  bread,  the  Council  sent  a warning  letter  to  the  firm 
concerned. 

Slaughter  Houses 

No  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  consumption  takes  place  within 
the  district,  the  butchers  obtaining  their  supplies  of  meat  from  the  abattoir 
in  the  City  of  Salisbury,  where  excellent  facilities  exist  for  the  slaughter, 
dressing  and  inspection  of  all  animals  intended  for  this  purpose. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knackers  Yard  in  the  district,  and  periodic 
visits  have  shown  the  general  condition  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Premises 

The  general  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  district  remains  satis- 
factory, and  in  a number  of  instances  considerable  improvements  have 
been  effected. 


The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area 

are  as  follows: — 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises 

37 

Grocers 

39 

Bakers 

7 

Butchers 

9 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

10 

Confectionery 

18 

Greengrocery 

4 

Fried  Fish  ... 

2 

Fishmongers 

1 

Poultry  Packing  Stations 

1 

128 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

There  is  no  manufacture  of  ice-cream  in  the  district.  Routine  inspec- 
tions of  the  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  have 
shown  that  the  Regulations  are  being  complied  with. 

The  number  of  types  of  food  premises  registered  under  section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  follows: — 

Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  99 

Sausage  Making  ...  5 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Condemned  during  1962 

The  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  1962  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given  below: — 

Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 lbs. 

Currants  ...  ...  ...  17  lbs. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  periodic  inspections  made  of  premises  licensed  by  the  Council 
for  the  boiling  of  waste  foods  have  revealed  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Order  are  being  observed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  district  13  premises  licensed 
under  the  above  Order. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1962  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
AMESBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
orities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

69 

26 

Total 

69 

26 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l ) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  133  and  134) 

NIL  RETURN 
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